
The TuneFan from Macally is a great accessory to cool any laptop, whether it’s
used at a desk or on your lap.

In addition to forming a barrier between you and the computer, the
device has a USB-powered fan built in. Just plug it into a USB port on
the laptop (Mac or PC) and the setup is complete. The fan generates
minimal noise and, after a few minutes, it’s like it never existed. Also
included is a wall power supply.

The unit works with any machine up to 17 inches.
What sets the TuneFan apart from similar devices is its built-in 2.1

stereo speaker system (including a subwoofer).
The audio is controlled from the laptop, although it does have an input for

an iPod or most any other portable media player.
While the audio is stereo, don’t expect it to be the life of a party, although the

sound is still much better than most laptop speakers.
Users should be aware that when using this device without an AC power hookup, it

pulls power from the laptop. A handle is built into the base to make it easy to carry and it’s
configured so a laptop sits at an angle toward you, making it much more comfortable for typing. 

www.macally.com, $99.99

Mouse gel pads
Another item to help make your com-
puter experience more comfort-
able is PADandCLICK gel pads
that apply directly to your
mouse.

The regular pads ($5.99) are
recommended for most users
who just want a little more com-
fort with a softer mouse. For those
who have arthritis, slightly thicker
pads ($6.99) provide a great angle for
the fingers to bend around the mouse
in a more ergonomic position.

To apply, first put your hand over your
mouse to determine how you position your
palm and fingers. Then apply the pads
(three in each set) for each finger and the
palm area.

Before I pressed them into place, I slid
them around for positioning and had no
problem. But once you firmly press them,
you can lift them off for adjustment with a
little work.

With the set of regular pads applied to
my mouse, it felt a little different at first but
after a few minutes I could sense the com-
fort.

www.padandclick.com

Thumb drives
Mainly because of their
small size and portability,
thumb drives seem to be
a one of the most com-
mon storage solutions.

Lexar’s newest ver-
sions of these pocket-
sized devices are the
Echo SE and ZE backup
drives.

In addition to having
an incredible amount of
storage, they include
bundled software that provides an automatic backup
of files on a Mac or PC.

The SE model looks like your standard thumb
drive, while the ZE is much smaller. When you put the
ZE into a USB port, only a fraction of it is visible.

Obviously, the size of the drives dictates portability
and use for a laptop, but they are not limited to that.

The setup for the backup software is simple: Insert
the drive in a USB port and the software automatically
prompts you for an easy install.

A feature I really like is that it backs up the previ-
ous versions of a file and can restore them.

Lexar advertises the drives as a “plug-and-stay
design,” ensuring continuous backup anytime the
computer is on.

The SE is rated as a high-performance drive with
speeds of up to 28 megabytes per second to read and
10MB/s to write, while the ZE is not rated, meaning
that it will be a little slower.

The SE comes in four sizes: 16GB for $47.99; 32GB,
$89.99; 64GB. $175; and 128GB , $349.99. 

The ZE comes in 8GB, $28; 16GB, $56; and 32GB,
$89.99.

www.lexar.com
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When heat is on, TuneFan is there
By GREGG ELLMAN greggellman@mac.com
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DILBERT | BY SCOTT ADAMS

fear and fear-mongering. But now we also have to decide
whom to believe and whom to trust.

The Environmental Protection Agency came to Fort
Worth last week, holding a public meeting as part of a new
study on gas drilling and hydraulic fracturing. About 600
people turned out to hear stories about “fracking,” and
many implored the EPA to ride to the rescue because they
felt betrayed by their state.

The day before, Gov. Rick Perry went to Dallas to unveil
an effort to pull together all of Texas’ resources on energy,
including programs at major universities. Perry was re-
sponding to the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico, but part of
his mission is to stay on top of fracking — and keep the
natural gas flowing in Texas.

There was nothing coincidental about Perry’s timing or
the EPA kicking off its study in the home of the Barnett
Shale. The conflict within the conflict: Who’s going to run
Texas?

Perry wants to reassert the state’s primacy over all
things oil and gas, and extend his vision of states’ rights.
The federal government, through the EPA, wants to show
that it can make meaningful progress in even the most
hostile territory.

On the political front, this clash has been at a high pitch
since President Barack Obama took office 18 months ago
(although Perry knocked heads with the EPA during the
Bush administration, too). Perry rejected more than $500
million in unemployment insurance funds, saying too ma-
ny strings were attached. He passed on the chance for fed-
eral education grants and pushed Texas to be among the
states suing over the healthcare law. 

Oil and gas should afford more room for a middle
ground. Texas has a long track record developing and
monitoring gas drilling. And Perry, like many local leaders,
has experience balancing the economy and the environ-
ment.

At the EPA, the focus is solely on the environment, so it
seems that both sides could learn from the other.

Instead, the debate over fracking could devolve into
one more battle between Washington and a conservative
Southern governor. That could generate more heat than
light, at a time when communities want to get a handle on
the true threats of drilling and protect their residents.

In North Texas, the Barnett Shale has been a huge boost
to jobs and income, but more people are worrying about
the long-term risks. The Gulf oil spill has become a re-
minder that serious dangers can lurk beyond public view.

The oil and gas industry wants states to manage frack-
ing, fearful of new federal standards. Officials from the
Texas Railroad Commission, as well as representatives
from Oklahoma and Louisiana, were quick to defend their
regulatory records at the EPA hearing.

The EPA didn’t criticize the states directly. Plenty of citi-
zens did that, telling stories of contaminated water, pollut-
ed air and dying cattle — and alleging that state agencies
had ignored them. Many also believe that businesses and
their lobbyists have too much clout with state legislatures.

The scope of the EPA study is a bit unnerving, given the
amount of fracking that’s already occurred. Plus, it won’t
be completed for 2 1⁄2 years.

Some questions listed by the EPA: How are well casings
constructed? How is dirty fracking fluid managed? What
are the gaps in current knowledge?

Sounds like basic stuff — facts that really should have
been settled long ago. 

The Barnett Shale has about 14,000 gas wells, and we’re
now asking what we don’t know about the environmental
impact?

Parker County Judge Mark Riley, one of dozens of
speakers at the hearing, blamed the states and the gas in-
dustry for the current crisis in confidence.

“The states just haven’t been responsive to citizens,”
Riley said.

The gas industry stirred fears by refusing to disclose
chemicals used in the fracking process, he said. And states
lost credibility by considering exemptions on air permits.
If state regulators and industry had been more aggressive
on safety and the environment, federal intervention
would be unnecessary — and Riley wants to keep the feds
out.

Mark Brownstein, deputy director for energy at the En-
vironmental Defense Fund, said the nuclear industry took
its own aggressive steps after the Three Mile Island acci-
dent. One bad player damaged the entire industry, so com-
panies set higher standards and posted annual rankings.

Investors watch those scores closely, and Brownstein
says that people get fired if performance drops. 

He says states and industry have legitimate reasons to
police the gas drilling business. They have more experi-
ence, more staff and can tailor regulations to their geology.

“But if they fail to make sure that it’s being done proper-
ly, this will be a self-fulfilling prophecy — the federal gov-
ernment will step in,” he said.

Reach that point, and even a Texas governor won’t be
able to push back.
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Schnurman: Gas drilling
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Business to Business Advertise Here!
Call 390-7937 or in Texas 1-800-222-3978

The classes in this

category are listed
alphabetically and
include:
Auto Truck Rentals/
Leasing

Booking/Tax Service
Business Equipment
Business Investments
Business Notices
Business Opportunity
Business Property -
Rent Or Lease

Business Property -
Sale Or Lease

Business Property -
Sell

Business Wanted
Commerical Property
Computer Systems
Fixtures & Decora-
tions

Franchises
Heavy Equip Rentals
Heavy Machinery
Industrial Property
Internet Services
Investment Property
Liquidation
Money To Loan
Money Wanted
Mortgages, Stocks
Office Equipment
Offices - Rent
Oil Equipment
Oil-Leases & Royal-
ties

Professional Services
Secretaral Services
Seminars
Vending MachinesBusiness
Opportunity

Coke/M&M Vend Rts
100% fin. Do You Earn
2k/wk? locs avl inFW
800-367-2106 x1033

Business
Opportunity

CANDY VENDING
$400/$500 wk P/T 25
Vendors w/candy &
locations all for
$3990. 800-851-0990

DIGITAL PRINTING
Center. Owner re-
tiring. No exp. nec-
essary. Fin. Avail.
Full training & sup-
port. 1-800-338-6608

Drastically Reduced!
Broken Bow Lake Mini
Mall & RV Park,21ac

Select Realty
877-394-7676

Drink & Snack route
Great Loc Guarantee

Must Sell Now
Fin Avl 800-648-2124
DRY CLEANING plant
in Ft Worth, excel
locale, vol $39K mo,
EPA approved equip,
214-924-4546 Agent

FULLY EQUIPPED
kitchen in Mansfield
established busi-
ness. Great oppor-
tunity 817-800-9232

MONEY
Motivated?

Build huge mo. resid-
ual. w/fastest grow-
ing co. in North TX

888-858-3537
817-366-4589

PIZZA&PastaRestau-
rant for sale G’vine
Good Area & Cus-
tomer Base 817-676-
3405, 619-985-4424

Read Meters Collect
PT or FT $20K inv
req Return $100K
/year760-407-9774

TRUCK STOP
In Dallas, Waco,
Ardmore, OK for

sale contact Dan
281-681-1000

Business
Opportunity

NEW RATE
For

New
Advertisers
New Advertisers
in our Business to
Business classifi-
cations qualify for

5 Lines
30 Days

$345.00
For More Info or
to place an ad

Call Nancy
817-390-7524

ncalvery@
star-telegram

.com

Unique Steak House
in refurbished his-
toric bldg, small pro-
gressive town in
North TX. Owner
retiring! Call Tom
Horn, 940-841-0374

Franchises
BONUS BLDG CARE
Comml Cleaning. Be
your own boss $1000
dwn, training, guar,.
contracts. 817-685-
6850 Franchises

Franchises

CleanNetUSA
Lowest Fee

�Guart. Financing
�Training Support
�$500-$30,000 mo
�Contracts quickly
�New Equip./Incl

Voted #1 Office
Cleaning fran-
chiser by Entre-
preneur & Success
Magazine

www.
cleannetusa.com
817-421-4144

#1Commercial
CLEANING

FRANCHISE
FOR 20 YEARS
(*Entrepreneur
Magazine ’06)

Call Today for a
FREE brochure&video

(972) 380-0800
(817) 284-5600

www.janiking.com

Money To Loan
ATTENTION

BUSINESS Owner
IMPROVE

Cash Flow/ Sales
No Debt, Use your

Accounts Receivable
NCFI 1-800-411-4229

www.nwcfi.com

Money To Loan
TITLE LOAN 4 LESS
WE Are The Best

VIP FINANCE
NE FtW 817-268-4847
Arling 817-265-2274
Irving 972-445-8906
Lewisvll972-434-6616

VIPFIN.COM

Oil-Leases
& Royalties

ATTN! WE Pay Cash
For Minerals & Prod-
uction 817-946-6983

MINERALS FOR SALE
50% of 47 acres in
Parker Co. on Hwy
51, $35,000

817.877.1565

Producing Lease
RRC #26949, Young
Co TX. For sale, see
online hot auctions

www.FGOA.net
713-962-2382

Business
Property - Rent
Or Lease
ARLINGTON HIGH-
LY visible retail
space on S. Cooper
- only 3 spaces left

(817) 903-9438
rdsrealestate.us

BURLESON 11,600
sf, ofc whse, 9.8
acs - zoned heavy
industrial fronts I-
35W 817-903-9438
rdsrealestate.us

FOR LEASE, 1920 sqft
retail or offices 5922
Curzon Avenue off
Camp Bowie blvd.

(817) 688-3345

Business
Property - Rent
Or Lease
HALTOM CITY - ofc
whse space - 3
spaces avail start
@ $850/month

817-903-9438
rdsrealestate.us

NEAR 820 WEST
400sf-3200sf avail-
able. $465-$3200

Gene Thompson
817-246-4646

N. FW - Ofc whse
space - 700sf to
16,000sf - rates
start $450 / mo -
up to 2 free mos -
storage also avail
8 1 7 - 4 3 9 - 3 2 2 4
rdsrealestate.us

NRH RESTAURANT
Space Hi Traffic area
inside Gas Station 1
month rent free.
(817) 879-0555

OFFC / Whses Don
817-870-2122

817- 456-6363
O F F I C E / W A R E -
HOUSE N. Ft. Worth
1715 sf. $585 mo
(817) 834-9900

OFFICE /WHSE
Sq/Ft Rent
6000 Arlington $2045
10800 Beach $2025
1600 N. Frwy $675
2196 Raider $715
3600 Beach $605

Fidelity Asset Mgt
(817) 732-3377

SOUTH ALLIANCE
1000sq & up Whse
~From $350 Month~
John 817-800-2423

Utilities Furnished
Fenced, gated Shops
or Office Spaces East
Loop 820 South

817-269-7430

Business
Property - Rent
Or Lease
1000 - 4100 sf Ofc/

Warehouses NRH/
Arlington... Marilyn

214-828-2700

121 & Riverside
5600 sq. ft. $2000

1 MO FREE RENT!
Joe @ 817-688-3867

Investment
Property

60 Lot Development
Beautiful location!
Underground utili-
ties, concrete street,
brick springwall,
beautiful entrance.
Selling below ap-
praisal Call for de-
tails! 817-300-9823

Find your "Home on
the Range" in our

Farm & Ranch Land

FIND
YOUR PET

A HOME for

$24.99
in the Classifieds

817-332-3333
ADVERTISE YOUR

Garage Sale
for

$14.99
in the

Classifieds

817-332-3333
SELL YOUR CAR

for

$24.99
in the

Classifieds

817-332-3333

CLEAN UP see our
service directory

FIND YOUR PET A
HOME FOR $24.99

�

�

�

�
ADVERTISE

YOUR

Garage
Sale

for

$14.99
in the

Classifieds

Call
817-332-3333

Today!
�

�

�

�

SELL YOUR
Merchandise for

$9.99
IN THE Classifieds

817-332-3333
ADVERTISE YOUR

Garage Sale
for $14.99

in the Classifieds

817-332-3333
FIND YOUR PET

A HOME for
$24.99

in the Classifieds

817-332-3333
ADVERTISE

YOUR

Garage
Sale

for

$14.99
in the

Classifieds

Find
YOUR PET
A HOME

for

$24.99
in the

Classifieds
Call

817-332-3333

Sell Your
MERCHANDISE

for

$9.99
in the

Classifieds

Call
817-332-

3333
Today!

ADVERTISE
YOUR

Garage
Sale

for

$14.99
in the

Classifieds
Call

817-332-3333


